is claimed is: 



A portable helipad, comprising 7 

a deck having a top surface, an underside surface, and 
a peripheral margin; / 

a plurality of legs depending/ from the deck for 
supporting the deck, the plurality of legs comprising at 
least one extensible leg; / 

and a plurality of leg braces, /at least one leg brace 
extending from each one of the plurality of legs to an 
attachment means within an associated zone of attachment 
on the underside surface of ttte deck, said zone being 
defined for each such leg by thd region that lies between 
the top of such leg and a boundary that is substantially 
equidistant \from -the.: top of : thfat leg and the top. of the 
nearest, other leg, said zone/ not extending beyond the 
boundary of equidistance betw^Tx that leg and the nearest 
other leg. / I J 

A portable helipad as defined ±\^jKAin\ 1, wherein at least one 
of the leg braces is in compression under load, in order that 
a lesser amount of material may be used to construct the deck 
while maintaining a preselected minimum deck load bearing 
capacity. / 

The portable helipad of claim I, wherein all of the leg braces 
are in compression under loacy, in order that a lesser amount 
of material may be used /to construct the deck while 
maintaining a preselected minimum deck load bearing capacity. 

The portable helipad of claLm 1, wherein the overall portable 
helipad structure is sufficiently light to be carried in an 
assembled state by a helicopter of a size suitable for landing 
on the portable helipad. / 

The portable helipad of /claim 2, wherein the overall portable 
helipad structure is sufficiently light to be carried in an 



# 



assembled state by a helicopter of Ja size suitable for landing 
on the portable helipad. 

The portable helipad of claim 3/ wherein the overall portable 
helipad structure is sufficiently light to be carried in an 
assembled state by a helicopt/^ of a size suitable for landing 
on the portable helipad, 



The portable helipad of 
each leg due to the corrj 
a preselected maximum. 



jm 2, wherein the shear stress on 
nding leg brace load is less than 



The portable helipad /of claim 3, wherein the shear stress on 
each leg due to the ^corresponding leg brace load is less than 
a preselected . maximum-; 

The portable helipad of claim 1, /wherein each extensible leg 
comprises an upper segment secyred to the deck, and a lower 
extensible segment longitudinally adjustable relative to the 
upper segment, and wherein (at jAeast one of the plurality of 
leg braces is extensible, Yealch said extensible leg brace 
extending from the lower extensible segment of an extensible 
leg to its associated attachment means. 
IS 

The portable helipad of claim^T 'wherein the lower extensible 
segment of each extensible leg is replaceably removable from 
the upper segment, such that it may be interchanged with a 
lower extensible segment of different length, and wherein any 
leg braces extending from the lower extensible segment of each 
extensible leg. are replaceably removable from their respective 
associated attachment means. 



The portable helipad of clai 
braces are releasably secur 
order that the portable he 
disassembled without the u 




1, wherein the legs and leg 
to the deck by pin means, in 
may be rapidly assembled and 
tools . 




The portable helipad of clairp<9, /w] 



wherein the extensible legs 
and extensible leg braces are adjustable by pin means, in 
order that the portable helipad may rapidly be adjusted to 
suit the terrain upon which it is set without the use of 
tools . 

The portable helipad of claim wherein the extensible legs 

and extensible leg braces are adjustable by pin means, in 
order that the portable helipad may rapidly be adjusted to 
suit the terrain upon which it is set without the use of 
tools . 



\, wherein the extens ible ±^er$ 
adjustable by pin means, in 



The portable helipad of claim 
and extensible lec^ 

order .tJoatrHihe portable he^xp(ad ma.y- rapidly. be adjusted, to 
su>H the terrain upon which it is set without the use of 
:ools . 



5. A portable helipad as defined in fclaim 1, wherein at least one 
of the legs is shorter than at least one of the remaining legs 
comprising the plurality of leygs, in order that the helipad 
may be used on a slope. 

5. A portable helipad as defined in claim 1, wherein the legs 
depend substantially vertiefaJJly downward from the deck, and 
at least one leg is adjusttapJ/^ in order to maintain the deck 
in a substantially horizofnjf.^/ plane , 

A portable helipad as defined in claim 1, wherein the deck is 
permeable to precipitation and wind. 



The portable helipad bf claim 17, in which the deck is 
constructed of an open weave material for substantial 
reduction of snow and /wind loading. 



The portable helipad of c 
removable helicopter restr 




m 17, additionally comprising 
means extending through the top 



"3 



surface of the deck and removat/ly affixed to an associated 
point of attachment on the underside surface of the deck in 
order to prevent a helicopter resting upon the portable 
helipad from sliding off of /the portable helipad in strong 
winds . 

The portable helipad o//cWim 18, additionally comprising 
removable helicopter resj?6?^i^t means extending through the top 
surface of the deck a/d removably affixed to an associated 
point of attachment drv the underside surface of the deck in 
order to prevent at helicopter resting upon the portable 
helipad from sliding off of the portable helipad in strong 
winds. 

The portable..- helipad: of claim I J additionally comprising 

removable^ground engagement and anchoring means secured at the 

distal end of at least one leg. 

The portable helipad of claim 2V, wherein the removable ground 
engagement and anchoring means Comprise platforms suitable for 
anchorage to the ground and stumps by spiking. 



The portable helipad of clair 
to the deck at positions 
margin of the deck. 



wherein the legs are secured 
are inset from the peripheral 



The portable helipad of clAimf 11, wherein the legs are secured 
to the deck at positions/ that are inset from the peripheral 
margin of the deck. 

The portable helipad /of claim 1, wherein the associated 
attachment means for Gfach leg brace is located substantially 
at the peripheral Margin of the deck at the boundary 
equidistant between/ the leg to which such leg brace is 
attached and the nearest other leg. 



The portable helipad of claim 11, wherein the associated 



attachment means for each leg htace is located substantially 
at the peripheral margin of the deck at the boundary 
equidistant between the leg/ to which such leg brace is 
attached and the nearest oth£r leg. 

The portable helipad of yfclaim 1, wherein the associated 
attachment means for all Ife^lSraces is located substantially 
at the center of the und^rsi^e surface of the deck. 

The portable helipad of clWm 11, wherein the associated 
attachment means for all leg braces is located substantially 
at the center of the underside surface of the deck. 

A portable helipad ad defined in claim 1, comprising at least 
three- leg;S and associated leg braces.. - 

The combination of a helicopter / and a portable helipad 
removably transportable in a fulyy assembled state by said 
helicopter, said portable helipacy comprising 
a deck; / 

a plurality of legs depending from the deck for 
supporting the deck; the plurality of legs comprising at 
least one extensible leg;/ 

a plurality of leg bra/ces, at least one leg brace 
extending from each one/erf the plurality of legs to an 
attachment means withi<n /an/ associated zone of attachment 
on the underside sv/rfkoM of the deck defined by the 
region that lies betWeW the leg and a boundary that is 
substantially equidistant from that leg and any other 
leg, but not beyond tme boundary of equidistance between 
that leg and any other leg; 

deck engagement meafns attached to the underside of the 
helicopter for rele/asably attaching the portable helipad 
in transport posiyion; and, 

helicopter engagement means complementing the deck 
engagement means /for releasably attaching the deck to the 
underside of thd helicopter. 



The combination of claim 30, wherein the deck^of- the 
portable helipad J^5__con£€ry£tf^d-^^ material 
f °r^reduee^-~we^ht ahd^lubstantial reduction in wind 
loading . 
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